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Dear Friends,
I’m pleased to welcome you to our latest quarterly
newsletter, where we reflect on a season of meaningful
progress and community impact at Habitat for Humanity of
Miami and Shelby Counties.
Over the past few months, we’ve celebrated several
exciting milestones. We officially broke ground on a new
home construction project, continuing our mission to build
safe, affordable housing for families in our community. To
better support our growing work, we also expanded our
fleet with the purchase of a Chevy Traverse, a Ford F-250,
and a 24-foot job trailer; investments that will help us
serve more families efficiently and effectively.
Beyond the build site, our volunteers have been hard at
work strengthening community partnerships. One highlight
is our collaboration with Brukner Nature Center on a
service project that will support both environmental
stewardship and community engagement.
These accomplishments are only possible because of your
continued support. Whether you volunteer, donate, or
advocate for our mission, you are helping us build more
than homes; you are helping us build hope. Please read
more about our impact this quarter in the following issue. 
Thank you for being part of this journey.

With gratitude,

Scott S. Barr
Executive Director
HFHMSCO

I JOHN 3:16-18  “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives
for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no
pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?  

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth.”
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On March 12, the affiliate broke ground on the
future site of a 1,300-square-foot, three-bedroom,
two-bathroom home for Niyata Fanning and her
twin sons, Reece and Riley Goldsmith. The house,
located at the end of a dead-end street, will also
have an attached one-car garage and a covered
front porch, according to Habitat Executive
Director Scott Barr. 
“We’re excited to be building in Sidney again,” he
said. “This will be our fourth home built in the past
two years. We are planning to build a second home
this fall in a community yet to be determined.” 
The land, donated by the Shelby County Land
Reutilization Corp. (Land Bank), is part of three
other parcels Habitat acquired in the neighborhood,
Barr said. 
Fanning was grateful for the things she won’t have
to worry about after moving out of a rental — like
rent increases and no pet policies — and things her
family will gain — like an additional bathroom and a
place to put her car so it won’t get damaged. 
City and county officials attended the
groundbreaking. Sidney Mayor Mike Barhorst,
Shelby County Commissioner Mack Knupp, and
Cargill Cares Foundation Committee Member
Amanda Matheny spoke. Matheny said their
sponsorship is in honor of the late Mickey Hamer, a
former Cargill site lead, a member of the Cargill
Cares Foundation and a Habitat volunteer, among
other volunteer roles. 
“Mickey lived a life defined by giving, serving and
lifting others up,” she said. “His impact on this
community can still be felt in countless ways. We
are deeply honored to help carry that legacy
forward.” 
Habitat Construction Committee member and D&S
Construction owner Sean Rank will be the
volunteer construction supervisor. 

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY

Top: Future homeowner Niyata Fanning and her son speak at the groundbreaking of her home. Bottom:
Cargill Cares Foundation Committee Member Amanda Matheny speaks to the crowd about the home
sponsorship in honor of Mickey Hamer.
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Above Left: The construction team pose with homebuyer Niyata Fanning at the Groundbreaking Ceremony. Above Right:
Sidney Mayor Mike Barhorst addresses the Groundbreaking crowd. 

Above: Shelby County Commissioner Mack Knupp and City
Manager Jon Crusey join the Fanning family in breaking ground
on their new home.

Above: Build sponsors from the Cargill Cares Foundation join
the Fanning family in breaking ground on their new home. The
build was sponsored in honor of the late Mickey Hamer.

Above: Reverend Eileen Hix of Sidney First Methodist
Church delivers a prayer and blesses the new home
construction project. 
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VEHICLE PURCHASES

Habitat for Humanity of Miami and Shelby Counties would like to thank Chesrown Chevrolet GMC of
Sidney for their support in our purchase of two new vehicles. As our programming has expanded this
year, it became clear that we were in need of a vehicle to transport staff and volunteers to job sites, as
well as a larger job site trailer with a truck to pull it. A Chevy Traverse was purchased with funds from
the federal ARPA grant for use by staff. A Ford F250 was purchased with a combination of funding
from the ARPA grant as well as The Community Foundation of Shelby County Match Day fundraiser.  
Chesrown Chevrolet GMC of Sidney assisted in finding the right vehicles at the right price, and is
partnering with us for future service on both. Keep your eyes out for the Habitat vehicles in your
community today!

Above Left: Chesrown owner Bill Adkins and Habitat Director Scott Barr pose with the branded Chevy Traverse purchased
for organizational use. Above Right: Scott Barr, Bill Adkins, and the Chesrown team pose with the Ford F250 purchased to
haul the new 24-foot job trailer.

www.hfhmco.org

Below: 24-foot job trailer and the new F250 sit in front of the Habitat office. They were branded by Visual Concepts in
Sidney. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT

COMPANY EVENTS

www.hfhmco.org

Please continue to tune in to
Hits 105.5 and Power 107.1 for
Habitat Chat; all about our
mission and programs!

Habitat Activity Center volunteers will be partnering with Brukner Nature Center throughout
the spring and summer to complete several service projects around the center. The first
project they’re taking on is repair to an animal enclosure that was damaged during the late
winter wind storms when a tree fell on the roof. The volunteers will also be sanding and
painting the mink enclosure, re-insulating the pump house, building a new shelter box for the
skunks, and re-finishing a hawk enclosure. These efforts will help ensure the animals have
safe, comfortable habitats while supporting Brukner Nature Center’s mission of wildlife care
and education.

This quarter the Habitat Activity Center volunteers welcomed two groups of volunteers from
local companies who helped build park benches and picnic tables. Superior Aluminum
sponsored a park bench package that was delivered to Morgan’s Place Cemetary. A volunteer
group from Superior as well as a volunteer group from GLR, Inc. worked with HAC volunteers
to build that package. 
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HABITAT DASHBOARD
Jan. 1- Mar. 31, 2026
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